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(54) Vibration-isolating pipe clamp assembly 



(57) A vibration isolation member (10) to be ar- 
ranged between a pipe (8) and a pipe clamp (2,3) for 
securing the pipe to a support. The vibration isolation 
member (10) has a body with a pipe side (12) which is 
to face towards the pipe (8) and a pipe-clamp side (14) 
which is to face towards the pipe clamp (2,3). The body 
is designed to extend around the pipe, the body of the 
vibration isolation member (10) comprising a layer of 
elastic material (13). This layer reduces the transmis- 
sion of vibration from the pipe (8) to the pipe clamp (2,3). 



On the pipe side, the body of the vibration isolation 
member comprises a load-distributing layer (12) for dis- 
tributing mechanical loads and vibrations which are ex- 
erted by the pipe (8) over the layer of elastic material 
(1 3), which load-distributing layer (1 2) is more rigid than 
the layer of elastic material (13) and is attached to the 
said layer (13). 

The body of the vibration isolation member prefer- 
ably comprises, on the clamp side, an outer layer (14) 
which is more rigid than the layer of elastic material (1 3) 
and is attached to the said layer (13). 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to a vibration iso- 
lation member which is designed to be arranged be- 
tween a pipe and a pipe clamp for securing the pipe to 
a support. The present invention also relates to a pipe 
clamp assembly comprising a pipe clamp and a vibra- 
tion isolation member accommodated therein. 
[0002] Pipe clamp assemblies are known from the pri- 
or art in which the inner side of the annular metal clamp 
body is covered with a layer of elastic foam material, 
which layer of elastic foam material forms a vibration iso- 
lation member according to the preamble of claim 1 . The 
function of the elastic foam material is to reduce the 
transmission of vibrations from the pipe to the clamp 
body and then to the support. 

[0003] The same reduction in the transmission of vi- 
brations between the pipe and the pipe clamp body is 
also sought with the use of vibration isolation members 
which are produced from a solid elastomeric rubber, 
which isolation members are known, for example, from 
EP 0 387 966 and from DE 297 1 2 588. 
[0004] Tests have shown that the vibration isolation 
- which is obtained from the known vibration isolation 
members is low and that in some cases scarcely any 
vibration isolation is achieved. This leads to vibrations 
in the pipe being transmitted via the pipe clamp to the 
support, for example the wall of a building. This wall can 
then act as an acoustic radiator and thus cause noise 
pollution. 

[0005] The object of the present invention is to provide 
a vibration isolation member according to the preamble 
of claim 1 which provides improved vibration isolation. 
[0006] To this end, the present invention provides a 
vibration isolation member according to the preamble of 
claim 1 which is characterized in that on the pipe side 
the body of the vibration isolation member comprises a 
load-distributing layer for distributing mechanical loads 
and vibrations which are exerted by the pipe over the 
layer of elastic material, which load-distributing layer is 
more rigid than the layer of elastic material and is at- 
tached to the layer of elastic material. 
[0007] The vibration-isolating layer of elastic material 
is preferably relatively soft, elastically resilient and is 
made from a material which can be compressed so that 
the material volume is reduced. 
[0008] The layer of elastic material may, for example, 
be a suitable plastics material, for example a (foamed) 
elastomeric rubber with an open or closed ceil structure. 
It is also possible for a porous material to be used as 
the elastic material. 

[0009] The load-distributing layer may, for example, 
be made from a solid plastic or metal. 
[0010] The distribution of the loads exerted by the 
pipe, which include, inter alia, the weight of the pipe and 
of the medium present therein, and of the vibrations of 
the pipe over the entire circumference of the layer of 
vibration-isolating elastic material makes it possible for 



the said elastic material to be of soft and resilient design, 
which is of benefit to the vibration isolation. 
[001 1 ] Since the load-distributing layer is attached to 
the elastic material in a suitable way, preferably over the 

s entire contact area, displacement of the load-distribut- 
ing layer under the influence of static and dynamic me- 
chanical loads exerted thereon and in particular of vi- 
brations in the pipe leads to deformation of virtually the 
entire circumference of the layer of elastic material. On 

10 account of the load-distributing layer being attached to 
the elastic material, the material in question can act 
elastically not only as a result of compression of the ma- 
terial but also as a result of stretching of the material. 
Thus, in combination with the mass of the pipe and the 

is contents of the pipe, the elastic layer forms a mass 
spring system. If the layer in question is made from elas- 
tic foam material with a closed cell structure, there is 
provision in particular for the walls of the cells of the 
foam material to be elastically deformed under the influ- 

20 ence of the vibrations in the pipe. 

[0012] Preferably, there is provision for the layer of 
elastic material to be attached to a more rigid compo- 
nent on the clamp side as well, so that the vibration- 
isolating layer is situated between two more rigid layers 

25 and is attached to each of them. In this case, the elastic 
layer then forms vibration isolation between the said two 
more rigid parts. The more rigid layers are preferably 
flexible to such an extent that the vibration isolation 
member may originally be in the form of a flat strip which 

30 can be bent into a ring. 

[0013] In an embodiment which is advantageous in 
practice, the body of the vibration isolation member 
comprises an outer layer on the clamp side, which outer 
layer is more rigid than the layer of elastic material and 

35 is attached to the layer of elastic material. The elastic 
layer in question could also be directly attached to the 
more rigid clamp body of the pipe clamp. This can be 
effected as early as during production of the pipe clamp. 
[0014] In an embodiment in which the vibration isola- 

40 tion member is a separate component which is subse- 
quently fitted into a pipe clamp, it is also preferable if the 
vibration isolation member is provided with attachment 
means for attaching the outer circumference of the vi- 
bration isolation member to the pipe clamp. The attach- 
es iment means may be in a wide variety of forms and may, 
for example, form a click-fit connection or an adhesive 
bond. By way of example, the vibration isolation mem- 
ber could be provided with self-adhesive tape on the out- 
er circumference, by means of which a fitter sticks the 

so vibration isolation member into a pipe clamp after a pro- 
tective layer has been removed. 
[0015] In an embodiment which is advantageous in 
practice, the body of the vibration isolation member is a 
flexible, originally flat strip which can be laid in the pipe 

55 clamp or around the pipe. 

[0016] In another practical embodiment, the body of 
the vibration isolation member is annular with- at least 
one break in order to enable the vibration isolation mem- 
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berto be arranged around the pipe. Preferably, the load- 
distributing layer is provided, at each break, with cou- 
pling means for coupling the adjacent ends of the load- 
distributing layer, so that the load-distributing layer can 
be formed into a closed ring. The coupling means may 5 
be of any suitable design, for example may form a hook 
coupling or other click-fit connection or, for example, 
may be designed with adhesive tape. 
[0017] The member according to the invention which 
allows vibration isolation can be produced as a separate io 
component or as an integral part of a pipe clamp assem- 
bly. 

[0018] Further advantageous embodiments of the vi- 
bration isolation member and the pipe clamp assembly 
according to the invention are described in the claims '5 
and in the following description with reference to the 
drawing, in which: 

Fig. 1 shows a first exemplary embodiment of the 
pipe clamp assembly according to the invention, 
Fig. 2 shows a second exemplary embodiment of 
the pipe clamp assembly according to the invention, 
Fig. 3 shows a third exemplary embodiment of the 
pipe clamp assembly according to the invention, 
arid 

Fig. 4 shows a fourth exemplary embodiment of the 
pipe clamp assembly according to the invention. 

[001 9] Figures 1 -4, by way of example, each show the 
same pipe clamp 1 provided with different designs of the 
vibration isolation member 

[0020] The pipe clamp 1 has a clamp body which is 
assembled from two metal clamp halves 2, 3. The clamp 
halves 2, 3 each form approximately half of a cylindrical 
ring and are hingedly attached to one another on one 
side via a hinge coupling 4. On the other side, the clamp 
halves 2, 3 can be coupled via coupling means (not 
shown in more detail). By way of example, there is a 
tensioning bolt, by means of which the outwardly bent 
flanges 5, 6 of the clamp halves 2, 3 can be pulled to- 
gether. 

[0021] The clamp half 2 is provided with a nut 7, by 
means of which the pipe clamp 1 , via a threaded rod or 
the like, can be attached to a support, for example a wall 
or a ceiling of a building. The pipe clamp body may also 
be provided with a different type of attachment member 
in order to secure the pipe clamp body to a support. 
[0022] It will be clear that the pipe clamp 1 shown here 
is only an example and in no way limits the inventive 
idea to be explained below. For example, instead of the 
hinge coupling the pipe clamp could also be provided 
with a coupling with a tensioning bolt or the clamp body 
could have only one break and could be flexible to such 
an extent that the pipe can be placed into the clamp. 
Furthermore, it will be clear that the pipe clamp body 
could also be produced from plastics material and could 
also be of a completely different design from that shown 
here. 



[0023] A pipe 8 can be seen in Figures 1 -4. Vibrations 
often occu r in this pipe 8, for example caused by a pump 
to which the pipe 8 is connected. These vibrations can 
be observed as small radial and/or axial movements of 
the pipe. To reduce or eliminate the transmission of the 
said vibrations from the pipe 8 to the support, there is in 
each case a vibration isolation member according to the 
invention between the pipe 8 and the pipe clamp body 
2, 3. 

[0024] The vibration isolation member 10 shown in 
Figure 1 is in the form of a ring with a single break 11 at 
the same location as the break in the pipe clamp body, 
so that the pipe 8 can be introduced into the pipe clamp 
1 provided with the vibration isolation member 1 0 from 
the side. The structure of the vibration isolation member 
1 0 in this case has a plurality of, in this case three, con- 
centric layers 12, 13 and 14. In this arrangement, the 
outer layer 14 bears against the inner circumference of 
the pipe clamp body 2, 3, and the internal circumference 
of the innermost layer 12 forms an internal surface 15 
which delimits an opening in which the pipe 8 lies. 
[0025] The middle layer 13 can be resiliently com- 
pressed in an easy manner and so that the volume of 
material is reduced. In this example, the layer 13 con- 
sists of elastic foam material, for example of a suitable 
foamed plastic, such asfoamed polyurethane. The foam 
material has, for example, a closed-cell structure, but 
within the scope of the inventive idea it is also conceiv- 
able to use an open-cell foam material. The elastic ma- 
terial used in the layer 1 3 may also be a (rubber) material 
with a porous structure. 

[0026] The innermost layer 12 is a load-distributing 
layer. This layer 12 is made of a more rigid material than 
the vibration-isolating layer 1 3 and is attached to the lay- 
er 13. The layer 12, as is preferable, covers the entire 
surface of the layer 13 which faces towards the pipe, 
and the attachment also preferably takes place over the 
entire contact surface between the layers 12 and 13. 
[0027] By way of example, the layer 12 is made from 
a solid plastics material which is attached to the material 
of the layer 13. 

[0028] The load-distributing layer 1 2 is used to distrib- 
ute the mechanical loads and vibrations exerted by the 
pipe 8 over the material in the layer 13. 
[0029] The outer layer 14 extends around the outer 
circumference of the layer 1 3 and is made from a more 
rigid material than the layer 1 3, for example from plastics 
or metal. The outer layer 14 is also attached to the layer 
13. The layer 14 preferably covers the entire outwardly 
facing side of the layer 12 and the attachment is pro- 
duced over the entire contact surface. 
[0030] The load-distributing layer 12 ensures that 
static and dynamic mechanical loads, in particular vibra- 
tions, which are exerted on the vibration isolator 10 by 
the pipe 8 are distributed over a larger part of the layer 
13, as seen in the circumferential direction of the pipe 
8, than if the load-distributing layer 12 were absent and 
the pipe 8 were to bear directly against the layer 13. 
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[0031] For example, assume that the clamp 1 is sus- 
pended from a ceiling and therefore the weight G of the 
pipe 8 is acting on the vibration isolator 1 0. Without the 
layer 12, only that part of the layer 13 which is situated 
beneath the pipe 8 in the vertical direction would be sub- 
jected to the load from the weight of the pipe 8. However, 
the load-distributing layer 12 transmits part of this load 
to those parts of the layer 13 which are situated above 
the largest horizontal cross section of the pipe 8, indi- 
cated in Figure 1 by 17. The material in these sections 
17 is not subjected to compressive load, as is the case 
for the material in the layer 13 beneath the pipe 8, but 
rather to a tensile load. 

[0032] Also in the event of vibrations in the pipe 8, the 
layer 1 2 ensures that the layer 1 3 is exposed to the small 
movements associated with the vibrations over its entire 
inner circumference. In that case, the pipe 8 together 
with the layer 13 lying around it forms a mass spring 
system which reduces the transmission of vibrations 
from the pipe 8 to the pipe clamp body 2, 3. In this case, 
the layer 13 absorbs not only radial components of the 
vibrations in the pipe 8 but also axial components. If ap- 
propriate, pipe 8 is also fixed (clamped) in the axial di- 
rection to the load-distributing layer 12. 
[0033] Figure 2 shows a vibration isolator 20 of sub- 
stantially the same structure as that discussed with ref- 
erence to Figure 1 , with the break 1 1 and the layers 1 2, 
13 and 14. However, the difference is that in this case 
force-transmitting coupling means are provided, which 
connect the ends of the load-distributing layer 1 2 to one 
another at the break 11. In this example, the coupling 
means are designed as a hook coupling with hook parts 
22, 23 which engage in one another when the pipe 
clamp is closed. This coupling of the load-distributing 
layer 12 at the break 11 leads to a continuous ring being 
formed around the pipe 8 by the load-distributing layer 
1 2. As a result, and because the layer 1 2 is attached to 
the layer 13, a vibration in the pipe 8 leads to compres- 
sion of the layer 13 on one side and to stretching of the 
layer 13 on the opposite side. In this way, the material 
of the layer 1 3 is fully utilized for absorbing the vibration. 
[0034] It will be clear that it is preferable for the cou- 
pling means associated with the load-distributing layer 
12 to be designed in such a way that they automatically 
effect coupling when the clamp is closed. However, it is 
also conceivable for the coupling to be brought about 
before the clamp 1 is closed. It is also conceivable for 
the vibration isolator 20 to be arranged around the pipe 
8 before the pipe 8 together with the vibration isolator 
20 is placed in the pipe clamp 1 . 
[0035] Figure 3 shows the same vibration isolator 1 0 
as in Figure 1 , the difference being that the location of 
the break 11 is in this case in the vicinity of the nut 7. 
This arrangement is advantageous, for example, if the 
clamp 1 is hanging from a support via the nut 7. In this 
case, it is conceivable for the isolator 1 0 to be secured 
around the pipe 8 first and then to be placed into the 
clamp 1. If appropriate, the ends of the outer layer 14 



are coupled at the.break 11, for example by tape or other 
coupling means. If appropriate, the vibration isolator can 
be fixed to the clamp body, for example at one location. 
[0036] Figure 4 shows a vibration isolator 30 which in 
5 terms of its structure to a large extent corresponds to 
the isolator 10. The difference is that the outer layer 14 
is provided with a bevel 31 , so that when the clamp 1 is 
closed the isolator 30 slides between the pipe 8 and the 
clamp half 2. 

w [0037] It will be clear that the function of the outer lay- 
er 1 4 could also be realized by means of the pipe clamp 
body. In an advantageous embodiment, the vibration 
isolator itself would then only comprise the layer 1 3 with 
a closed-cell structure and the load-distributing layer 12 

is which is attached to or embedded in it, in which case 
the outer circumference of the foam layer is then directly 
connected in functional terms to the more rigid clamp 
body. 

[0038] Particularly in the embodiments in which the 
20 load-distributing layer does not form a continuous ring, 
it is advantageous if the position of the vibration isolation 
member with respect to the pipe clamp body is adjust- 
able. 

[0039] The vibration isolation member can be pro- 
25 duced by means of coinjection or coextrusion of suitable 
(plastics) materials, for example foamed elastomeric 
rubber or another plastics material. 
[0040] In a particular variant, the load-distributing lay- 
er could be made from a hard plastics material, for ex- 
30 ample a foam material with a closed-cell structure. 
[0041] In a variant, the load-distributing layer and/or 
the outer layer may be formed by.melting the elastic 
plastics material on one or both sides and then allowing 
it to solidify again, so that on that/those side(s) the cell 
35 structure or porosity is completely or partially lost and 
(a) solidified layer(s) islare formed with a greater rigidity 
than the remainder. 

[0042] In another variant, the pipe clamp body may 
be made from plastics material, for example with two 

40 clamp halves which can execute a hinged movement 
with respect to a base which can be secured to a support 
and are coupled to one another via a hook connection 
when the clamp is closed. In this case, the elastic (foam) 
layer may be formed on the clamp halves and may be 

45 coated on the inside with the load-distributing layer at- 
tached thereto. As a result, the vibration isolation mem- 
ber then forms an integral unit with the plastic pipe clamp 
body. 

50 

Claims 

1 . Vibration isolation member (1 0) to be arranged be- 
tween a pipe (8) and a pipe clamp (2, 3), for securing 
55 the pipe to a support, which vibration isolation mem- 
ber (1 0) has a body with a pipe side, which is to face 
towards the pipe, and a pipe-clamp side, which is 
to face towards the pipe clamp, which body is de- 



4 



11/28/2006, EAST 



Version: 2,0.3.0 



7 



EP 1 106 900 A1 



8 



signed to extend around the pipe, the body of the 
vibration isolation member comprising a layer of 
elastic material (13), which layer (13) reduces the 
transmission of vibration from the pipe to the pipe 
clamp, characterized in that on the pipe side the 
body of the vibration isolation member comprises a 
load-distributing layer (12) for distributing mechan- 
ical loads and vibrations which are exerted by the 
pipe (8) over the layer of elastic material (1 3), which 
load-distributing layer (1 2) is more rigid than the lay- 
er of elastic material (1 3) and is attached to the layer 
of elastic material (13). 

2. Vibration isolation member according to claim 1 , in 
which the body of the vibration isolation member, 
on the clamp side, comprises an outer layer (14), 
which outer layer (1 4) is more rigid than the layer of 
elastic material (13) and is attached to the layer of 
elastic material (13). 

3. Vibration isolation member according to claim 1 or 
2, which is provided with attachment means for at- 
taching the outer circumference of the vibration iso- 
lation member to the pipe clamp. 

4. Vibration isolation member according to one or 
more of the preceding claims, in which the body of 
the vibration isolation member is a flexible strip 
which can be laid around the pipe. 

5. Vibration isolation member according to one or 
more of claims 1 -3, in which the body of the vibration 
isolation member is a ring which fits around the 
pipe. 

6. Vibration isolation member according to one or 
more of claims 1 -3, in which the body of the vibration 
isolation member is a ring provided with one or more 
breaks, so that the ring can be opened, and can be 
positioned around the pipe. 

7. Vibration isolation member according to claim 6, in 
which the load-distributing layer (12) is provided, at 
each break, with coupling means (22, 23) for cou- 



8. 



9. 



side it or a layer of foam material which has been 
melted and solidified. 

10. Pipe clamp assembly for securing a pipe to a sup- 
5 port, comprising a pipe clamp (2, 3), a vibration iso- 
lation member (10) according to one or more of the 
preceding claims being accommodated in the pipe 
clamp. 

10 11. Pipe clamp assembly according to claim 10, in 
which the layer of elastic material of the vibration 
isolation member is directly attached to the pipe 
clamp. 

15 12. Pipe clamp assembly according to claim 10, in 
which the vibration isolation member comprises a 
rigid outer layer which is attached to the pipe clamp 
at at least one location. 

20 13. Pipe clamp assembly according to claim 10, in 
which the position of the vibration isolation member 
with respect to the pipe clamp is adjustable. 

14. Pipe clamp assembly according to one or more of 
25 the preceding claims 10-13, in which the pipe clamp 

is made from metal. 

15. Pipe clamp assembly according to one or more of 
the preceding claims 1 0-1 3, in which the pipe clamp 

30 is made from plastics material. 

16. Pipe clamp assembly according to one or more of 
the preceding claims 1 0-1 5, in which the pipe clamp 
has a substantially annular clamp body which is split 

35 at at least one location, coupling means being pro- 
vided at each break for coupling the ends of the 
clamp body. 

17. A combination of a pipe clamp and a vibration iso- 
40 lation member according to one or more of the pre- 
ceding claims. 



pling the adjacent ends of the load-distributing lay- 45 
er, so that the load-distributing layer can be formed 
into a continuous ring. 

Vibration isolation member according to one or 
more of the preceding claims, which is produced by 50 
means of coinjection or coextrusion of suitable ma- 
terials. 

Vibration isolation member according to one or 
more of the preceding claims, in which the load-dis- 55 
tributing layer is made from closed-cell foam mate- 
rial with a significantly smaller pore size than the 
vibration-isolating layer of foam material lying out- 
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